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To the Right Worſhipful 
oir RICHARD HART Kr, 
Marok of the City of Briſtol. 


$1R; 


Our own and the joynt-deſires of others 
having rendred theſe Melancholy Diſ- 
courſes thus publick, you muſt now 
be pleaſed in courſe to accept of them. 

The prodigious Diſcompoſures of our Times,can- 
not but occaſion great thoughts of heart with all 
fober perſons : and it were a mo$t amazing Infe- 
licity, if we who might live together with ſo niuch 
mutual Comfort , ſhould quarrel our ſelves into 
common Miſery. | 

Theſe folemn Faſts may ſerve as ſad Remem- 
brancers to ſhew us where we lo$t our way, that 
we wander ſo wretchedly no more. 

The ways of Fa&tion in the State , they are 

( as one hath well obſerved of Separation in the 

Church) A Labyrinth wherein men tire them- vi. 7417 

ſelves, and grow giddy, as in a maze; but when A 

all is done, there is no way out but that where- 


by they. entered in. 


Now 


. The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
mois Now if Monarchy be ( as onr greate$Þ Writers 
gooien s tell us) the beſt of Governments, and Popularity 
Arif Ech the wery dregs and worFt ; our Peace and Welfare 
"+ bound np in the one , our War and Calamities 
.brought in by the other ; we may then fairly bope 
all wiſe men will refle& with the deeper ſorrow 
upon our late Confuſions , and hold themſelves 
greatly concern'd to conſis the more fteadily with, 
that happy Reſtauration which God in ſo nnchb 
mercy hath vouchſafed to us. God hath - 
ted it, and every true Engliſh-man will be bigh- 
ly thankful for it. 

Sir , I cannot but heartily acknowledge your 
worthy condu& of Affairs in that great Truſt com- 
mitted to you. God Almighty enable you to con- 
tinne therein with that Imegrity and Uprightneſ?, 
that Prudence and Reſolution , which becomes a 
good Chriſtian, a good Magiſtrate, and a good 
Subjet. Which 7 the dayly affeStionate defire 
and prayer of 


Right Worſhipful, 
Briftol,Fecb.28. 168?, Your very humble, 
and 


truely reſpeQtul Servant, 


Samnel Croſſmas. 
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The firſt SERMON. 


LAMENTATIONS 4. 20. 
The breath of our noſtrils , the Anointed of the 


Lord was taken in their pits ; of whom we ſaid, 
Under his ſhadow we ſhall live among the 
heathen. 


UR Sorrows ſhould always bear ſome 
due proportion to the juſt magnitude of 
their cauſes. In moſt of the troubles in- 
cident to humane life, a Sigh may ſuffice; 
We ſhould weep as if we wept not; with a 

bridle of Reitraint and Moderation, wiſely laid upon 

our Aﬀections. But ſome Calamities being of a far 
deeper nature, every good man may be allowed, in re- 

ference to them, to ſay as the Prophet, Look away from lai. 22. 4 

1 me, for I will weep bitterly, becauſe of the ſpoiling of 

the daughter of my people. Both Humanity and Piety 

oblige us to hang up our Harps, and to ſu down as per 
ſons aſtoniſht, whoſe grief is very great. 

The mourning of this day, 'tis upon divers accounts 
( as they ſaid of the Patriarck Jacob's Funeral ) a grie- 
vo0u4 mourning England's Sorrow , and England's 
Shane. 

As to the Sanction of it, 'tis (like that of Nizeve ) 
by the decree of the King and his Nebles ; blowing the 
Trumpet 1n Zzor, proclatmag this Faſt, calling theſe 
ſolemn Aſlemblies, that the Inhabitants of the whole 
Land might tremble, 

As to the grounds of it, 'tis an Humiliation for the 
A 2 bar- 
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barbarous ſhedding of Royal Blood, the inhumane par. 
ricide of theſacred Father of our Country + An'offence 
ſo hainous in the juſt aggravations of it, that we might 
ſay as once Daniel in another caſe, Under the whole 
heavens hath not been done as hath been done here in 
England. 

| Wehave riſen up,the Feet againſt the Head, the Ser. 
vants againſt the Lord of the Vineyard ; rebelliouſly 
ſaying as thoſe wretches1n the Goſpel, We will not have 
this man to reign over #8. Wehave been open fighters 
again(t God and his Anointed ; too far verifying that 
t-/, fad ſtory, Tot de Diis, quot de gentibus triumphi : So 
apol. many Battels,ſo many Attempts againſt God himſelf; ſo 
many Victories, ſo many Triumphs over the Ark and 
Religion, Lord, we beſcech thee, let us ſee no more of 
theſe Triamphs, no more of theſe joyleſs Thankſgivings 
19 our Land. | 
valrian, 'F was then written in Characters of Blood, A4trocime' 
ſub SandGi nominis profeſſione peccatur : We call our 
ſelves Saints, and then take leave to play the Devils. 
A (pecious Profeſſion becomes villainouſly uſurped, to 
patronize the molt horrid actions. 

[a this caſe we mult not think hardly of our Gover- 
nours, if they deal by us as Moſes by the Children of 
Iſrael ; when they had in that popular tumultuous fit of 

Exod, 32, Patience made that golden Calf, 'tis ſaid, He burnt 

20.  #t in the fire, he grownd it to powder, he ſtrew'dit upon 
the water, and made the Children of Iſrael drink, of it. 
And this he did upon great deliberation, ut majoren ei 
peccati nauſeam induceret, that they might hereby be- 
come the more aſham'd and ſick of their fin. 

Thelike penance have our XMoſes's enjoyn'd. us this 
day. Theſe Anniverſary Humiliations, they do ( as it 
were ) lay the Royal Body of our late ſlaughtered So- 
veraign bleeding afreſh before us, accuſing us as.the 
Betrayers and Murderers of it. We 
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We read of God, he took a far greater notice of 
Abel's murder than the Murderer himſelf was willing to 
do: The woice of thy brothers blood crieth unto me; Gen-4. 16 
God hears what Cain (it ſeems) would not. Guilt is a 
ſulten froward thing, I am ſorry at the angry Obje- 
Qions of many againſt theſe ſolemn Faſts, as if they 
were a needleſs Reproach continued upon the Land. 
I hope for our parts we ſhall rather from year to year 
(as becoming good Chriſtians, and good Subjefts) more 
ingenuouſly accept this puniſhment of our iniquity, 
acknowledge our (in, and renew the firmeſt Reſolutions 
that we will oftend no more. 

This whole Book is ſtil'd, 4 book of Lamentations. 
Our ancient Poets Tragedies ſeem but Comical Plays, 
compard with the unparallel'd mournfulneſs of this 
Scene : A weeping Jeremy, a perſon {Eilful in Lamen- 
tations, is choſen to be the Pen-man to theſe divine 
mem, theſe pathetick Elegies. He proves the beſt O- 
rator for God, that ſpeaks from the very heart, that 
draws the life of his Eloquence from his own internal 
ſenſe of what he delivers unto others. 

The Church-and State, Prince and Prieſt, Throne 
and Altar, they are all brought in by the Prophet as 
cloth'd in mourning. If the 4rk betaken in one verſe, 1 Sam. 4.. 
the ſame ſad ſtory tells us all 1/7ael is ſmitten in ano- ' '*: 
ther, We may humourouſly attempt to divide ; but 
in all Hiſtory they live or die together, 

While the Prophet thus weeps over the Calamities 
of Gods Zion and Jernſalem, Graviter gemit#4 imo de 
peFore ducens, he breaks forth into this of the Text, as 


a memorial of ſorrow never to be forgotten by him, 

The breath of our noſtrils, the anointed of the Lord, 

Cc. 
In. the verſe we have to conſider, 1. The perſon ſpo- : 


ken of, who it is the Prophet here means, 2, The Ca- 
lami- 
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lamity into which he fell, he was taken in their pits. 
3. The honorary Character here given him, the Anoin- 
ted of the Lord. 4. The Jews concern in his weal or 
woez he was the breath of their noſtrils, under whoſe 
ſhadow they might have livd among the heathen. 


I. The perſon ſpoken of, who that ſhould be. 1 
anſwer, Not Joſtah, (as ſome have conceiv'd;) he was 
already gathered to his fathers in peace, honourably 
interr'd amongſt the royal Sepulchres of his Anceſtors, 
his eyes clos'd with all due Funeral-rites, ſome time be. 
fore theſe tragick evils ſo fatally broke forth. Our ſe- 
veral ſeaſons of life and death, when we enter the Stage 
and when we go off, they are all in Gods hands, 

Three Kings had now ſucceſſively reigned after Jo- 
ah 3 Zedekiah the third, in whoſe time all theſe ama- 
Zing miſeries, ſo pathetically here deſcribed, befel Je- 
ruſalem. 

Whatever perſonal failures tnight be in Zedekzah, 
Rex tamen &- typws Chriſti, ſays one, ( no great favou- 
rer otherwiſe of Monarchy ) Zedekzah was neverthe- 
leſs a crowned Head,and Type of Chrii? ; Soveraign of 
the true ©: the City of the great King, the Imperial 
Princeſs among the, Provinces. 

Such was the Perſon, no Plebeian; but one of Roy- 
al ExtraQion, of the true Houſe and Linage of Dazid ; 
and now raiſed(though in 4 tempeſttuous conjunEure of 
Afairs) to fit on the Throne of his pious Father Joſtab. 

And has our Prophet ſuch tears of Loyalty where- 
with to condole this Princes Fat! > Certainly, my Bre- 
thren, oureyes mult not be dry. 

1. If Iſrael's Zedekiah fell, 'twas not without great 

2 King.24. perſonal blemiſhes in himſelf. He did (ſays the Text) 
i that which was evil in the ſight of the Lord, But our 
late Soveraign, a perſon of that ſtupendious — 

neſs, 
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"neſs, ſo amiable in whatever might become him as a 
Chriſtian, in whatever might adorn him as a Prince, 
that his Picty became at laſt his Crime; his Love to 
Gods Ghurch, the ground of his Hatred with the Rab- 
ble. He is ſton'd for his good works : He is invidi- 
ouſly aſpers'd as affe&ed to Popery ; yet dies in the 
profeſſed Gommunion of this Reformed Church : The 
Defender of it, a Martyr for it. He is odioully upbrai- 
ded as deſigning Arbitrary ways of Empire and Ty- 
ranny ; yet dies, becauſe he could not in conſcience 
give up thoſe great things of Church and State, Reli- 
gion and Law, our true Magna Charts, the Body of 
our ancient Engliſh Government, to the tumultuous 
wills of violent and unreafonable men. 

2. If Zedekiah fell, twas at Babylon, above (1x hun- 
dred miles from his own Kingdom. The very place 
was no leſs than Exile, and the diſtance a molt certain 
expolure- to all inevitable dangers. But lo here 
= under different circumſtances) a far ſadder 

ory ; Our Soveraign, after an Iliad of other prece- 
ding indignities, is murdered at his own Royal Gates, 
in the very face of his Court and Palace. He is firſt 
barbarouſly driven away by rude Tumults, after that 
forcibly brought back again by bloody Souldiers ; full 
often (as himſelf ſo lively exprefleth it) did he change 
his Keepers and Priſon, but not bis Captive condition : 
And at laſt the woful upſhot proves, ( as David faid 
concerning 1hboſheth) Wicked men came upon this righ- 
teows perſon, and ſlew him even in his own houſe ; the 
walls and windows being the fad SpeCtators both of his 
Fall and our Treaſon. 

3. If Zedekiah fell, 'twas by the hands of prophane 
Pagans, Nebuchadnezzar's unruly Janizaries, not by his 
own Subjetts : Zedekiah's Murderers, their very tem- 


per was Cruelty, their nature Rage; verifying the 
lowre 


4g- 
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Hab.1. 6. ſowre chara&ter Gods Prophet gives of them, A bitter 


and haſly nation. They breath:d out no better than 
Blood and Slaughter. In this caſe the utmoſt Inhuma- 
nities could be no Surprize; all manner of Miſery,and 
Death it ſelf, the faireſt Quarter that could. be expe- 
ed; where the Turtle was among(tſuch ravening Vul- 
tures, and the Lamb.in the mid(t of ſuch ſavage Li- 
ons. 'But lo here, hbrreſco referens, our Soveraign falls 
under far other hands. . | 

With civiliz'd Nations, the mildnels of their Educa- 
tion is accounted ſecurity enough againſt the irruptions 
of Violence; where Government 1s receiv'd, the Laws 
yield Protection 3 where the ſacred profeſſion of Chri- 
{tian Religion takes place, we are ſtill bound to a far 
better behaviour of the quieteſt peacefulneſs in our 
places : But alas, all theſe divine Bands were here con» 
temptuouſly broken afunder z and then of courſe,upon 
the violation of them, this execrable and horrible thing 
became committed in onr Land. 

'Twas not an Enemy that didit ; 'twould then have 
been more eaſily bora : "Twas the ſervant who had 
eat of his Maſters bread, that here lift up his heel ; 'twas 
the Subje&t who had folemnly (worn to bear true Ho- 
mage and Fealty, that now (Zimri-like) conſpir'd and 
{lew his Soveraign. Oh what Declarations and Pro- 
teſtations ( as the language of thoſe times then went ) 
that they would make him a moſt glorious Prince | 
What ſolemn Appeals to God and the world touching 
the Loyalty and [ntegrity of their hearts ! Now what 
danger can poſlibly be ſuſpected, where ſo much kind- 
neſs 1s pretended? 1s ipſo ſceleris molimine Tereus credi- 
tur eſſe pivs. Noluch Friends in words, yet no ſuch Foes 
in deeds, Oh how wretchedly did we then di{lemole 
both with God and man! ſtaining as well our holy Pro- 
feiſivn, as our own Nam:s to all Poſtcrity. But no 
words 
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' words can expreſs theſe Villanies fo lively as his who 
ſuffered them : 7 die (ſays his ſacred Majeſty ) 4 King, £5 #% 
by the hands of my own Subje@s ; a violent, ſudden, 

and barbarows death; in the ſtrength of my gears, in 

the midſt of my Kingdom ;, my Friends and loving Sub- 
jeF#s being helpleſs SpeFators , my Enemies inſolent Re- 

vilers, and Triumphers over me. His comfort was (as 
himſelf ſo compoſedly relates it ) If he thas died a vie- 

lent death with his Saviour, the ſequele would be hap- 

pily this, Mortality would be thereby crown'd with Mar- 
tyrdom. 

| 4. If Zedekiah fell, yet we read not of any indecent 
meaſures uſed toward him in matters of Religion. When 

the King of A/yria had carried away 71/rael not long 

before captive, and had tranſplanted another people 

into the Holy Land, we finde he gave expreſs nas 

a Prieſt from among the Captives ſhould goand dwell _. 
. at Bethel to teach and obſerve the ſtated Rites of Reli- ;,.* 
gion formerly uſed amongſt them, 

But with us the caſe ſtrangely alters: Many can im- 
petuouſly demand liberty of Conſcience for themſelves, 
as the immediate Redreſs to all our Grievances, the 
onely Salve to every Sore, a Kindneſs that ſhould be 
with-held from none : Yet after all theſe oily words 
to pleaſe the deluded people, we may finde our Sove- 
raign in his Reſtraint entreating the attendance and 
comfort of his Chaplains, whom for their Fundion he 
reverenced, and for their Fidelity ( he was pleaſed to 
lay) he loved them : But alas, he is churliſhly denied. 
He often requeſted it ( as himſelf tells us) hoping 8:4-. 
that by the help of their Learning, Piety, and Prayers, Chron.548 
he might the better ſuſtain the want of all other En- ».” © 
joyments. But ſtill he receives no better than harſh 
Repulſes to his moſt Chriſtian harmleſs Deſires. What 


was ſo modeſtly ask'd by ſo great a perſon, in ſodiltreſ- 
B ſed 


i 
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ſed a condition, might it ſeems by no means be heard. 
God keep all Princes froin lying at ſuch Subjects mer- 


cies. Nor would they indeedaffer fy much as a book 


of Divine Service to be allowed hit for his own pri. 
vateuſe, The Oates were thrown wide open to take 
inthe Trojan Horle, '.the utmoft Ticeatiouſneſs to all 
wilde navel Opinions 3. but no 1 for that Divine 
Service ſo advifedly eſtabliſhed, ſo often confirmed by 
fundamental Laws.. Lord !'what Mobſters are Subjets 
| Ard Abaks 

II, Concerning the Calamity into which Zedekza} 
fell,tis ſaid, he was taken in their pits; as the Bird into 
the Fowlers Snare, as the chafgd Deer into the Hunters 
Toil. The Hunters were the Babyloniens ; the Game 
they purſued and ſought for, was Zedek3ah. He fell 
mto their hands as into' a pit of deſtrution, from 
whence he never came forth again. zSruorwva lo the 
Hebrew, aze%zzc, fo the Septuagint z a word which the 
Grecians ule in the immediate ſence of the Text, 4:-e%;«, 
xr cigerr, fo Demo. Zedekiah fell into the fatal Slaugh- 
eer-houſe, where he was diſpoil'd of Life and Crown, 
inhumanely butcher'd, and made away. 

Several Tranſa&ions of Remark paſſed between Ze- 
dekiah and our Prophet, during the Siege of Jernſ- 
lem by the Babylonians ( as we finde Jer. 37.) but the 
ſad iffue prov'd, Hoſtis habet muros, the rude Enemy 
at laſt entred into the SanQuary ; Gods Holy Temple 
was now defil'd, and Jeruſalem made an heap of Stones, 
The Prince himſelf taken and bound in Chains, carried 
Priſoner to Rib/ah : where his Children were firſt (lain 
before his face, then his eyes moſt barbarouſly plucked 
out, and after that his royal perſon drag'd with all cir- 
cumſtances of ſcorn as an abject Captive to Babylon. 
So true is that ancient Proverb, The tendereſt Mercies 
of ſome men are little better than ſavage _—_— 
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Oh what ſore and unexpected meafures may even Ma- 
eſty it ſe] meet with from the hands of cruel and blood- 
thirſty men! Heaven onely yields what Earth cannot 3 
a perfe& Freedom from all Violence. Thrones ( the 
higheſt of Seats ) have their dangers. Happy are thoſe 
Princes, who wrapping up themſelves in Gods Grace 
and their own Innocency, can ſay ( as our late Sove- 
raign ) They are not ſollicitow what wrong they ſuffer 
from man, while they retain in their own Souls what is 
right in the ſight of God. 

I II. The Honourary Character here given him, 'tis 
this: The Anointed of the Lord. One ſever'd from 
the reſt of the people, and 'advanced to Soveraigntyz 
mT Mo zu: ku The Lords Meſſaab, the Lord 
Chrift, Such high, ſuch honourable Language does 
aur Prophet think meet to mention his Priacein. 'Tis 
not the coarſe Northern Salate, Good worrow King 
Jeamy for al day; - not is it the Southern Quakeriſm 
more demurely canted , Plain Charles Steward. A 
good Nathan, his geltures and words ſhall freely de- 
clare the profound Reverence his very. Heart bears to 
Majeſty : And Nathan bowed. himſelf before the King , ring, x. 
with his face to the ground, and ſaid, My Lord, oh 23, 24 
King | Certainly Rudenels 1s not Religion. 

The ſame God that has anointed his own Son as our 
Spiritual Meſſzah for our eternal Salvation in Heaven, 
has likewiſe anointed Princes as our Civil MAeſſiahs for 
our temporal Preſervation here on Earth. | 

This divine Union, 'twas aromatick and fragrant, 
rich and coſtly, ſignificant and inſtructive; poured forth 
as a myſterious inauguration, in token of thoſe Prince- 
ly Endowments, 1a teſtimony of that tranſcendent Ma- 
jelty which God herewith convey'd. 

'Twas Armour of proof for Safety, a Robe of Ho- 
nour for Royalty : And there needed no more to be- 

B 2 ſpeak 
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ſpeak the deepeſt Reverence , to attraGt the higheſt 
Love, to exa&t the awfulleſt Reſpe&ts, or to fix the 
trueſt Allegiance, than this ſingle conſideration, Gods 
Anointed, 

'Twas this that ſwayed'ſo far with David while Sau! 
was yet alive: And David ſaid to Abiſhai, Deſtroy hine 
not : for who can ſtretch forth his hand againſt the Lord, 
anointed,and be guiltleſs * He ſpeaks as ina holy paſ- 
ſion, as one greatly mov'd at the hainouſneſs of this 
bold Sollicitation. Nolo hanc mihi extorqueri obedien- 
tiam : as if David had ſaid, No, nv 3 Abies, thou ſee- 
meſt my friend, but art my foe: Get thee behinde me, 
Satan, I will never ſuffer my Loyalty to be thus wreſted 
out of my hands : This fair advantage before me may 
ſerve to cleer my Innocence 3; but it ſhall never tempt 
me to Rebellion : Sax is the Lords Anointed to me, 
and I muſt be a true Liege-Subjet to him. 

'Twas this that aggravated the caſe fo highly when 
Saul was ſoon after ſlain. And David ſaid to him 
( that is, to the young man, the Amwalekite ) How waſ 
thou not afraid to ſtretch forth thine hand to deſtroy the 
Lords Anointed ? Saxl had fairly ſpared the Amalekites 
to his own ruine. That very people whom he had fo far 
ſhelter'd,contrary to Gods expreſs command,even they 
can now afford the perſon that ſhall deſtroy him. Who- 
ſo is wiſe, will conſider itz prudent, and he will lay 
_ weighty Memoires of Holy Scripture ſeriouſly to 

cart. 

The Jewiſh Writers tell us, this young man was the 
Son of Doeg, that cruel wretch who imbrued his hands 
1n the blood of above fourſcore Prieſts, the Miniſters of 
the Lord that wore a linen Ephod, for no other fault 
than the innocent diſcharge of their ſacred Function. 
The very Miniſtry, and the faithful Services of it, are 


crime enough in ſome mens eyes. Doeg himſelf(as divers 
ClI- 
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circumſtances ſeem to imply )was at this time Saxl's Ar- 
mour-bearer ; who ſeeing the iſſues of that fatal bat- 
tel on Mount Gilboa,and forefeeing how little favour he 
could expect from David, waom he had fo highly of- 
fended; in the depth of deſpair falls upon bis own 
Sword, But before he thus dies with his Maſter, he 
calls his Son to him ; he gives him Sax/'s Crown and 
Bracelets, that by thel& Preſents he might make his 
peace with David , when he himſelf was dead and 
one. 
, But now ſee, my Brethren ! behold and ſee the wake- 
| fulneſs of divine Vengeance; Lo the ſevere hand of a 
juſt God upon the bloody malicious Family. That 
terrible Prediftion which had hung for ſome time as a 
drawn-ſword over Doeg and his Houſe, was now viſibly 
fulfilld: God ſhall deſtroy thee for ever, he ſball take Pil.52.5. 
thee away, and pluck thee out of thy dwelling-place, 
and root thee out of the land of the living. God had : 5am. 1. 
ſpoken it,and God made it good : And David called '5: 
one of the young men, and ſad, Go neer, and fall upon 
him. And he ſmote him that he died. Let not man 
dare to wound, where Gad anoints. 

Tibi ſummun rerum Jorg won Dii dedere, nobis obſe- 7,,;,,, 

quii gloria reli efl, ſaid that Roman Knight, with a Annal. /.5. 
rare modeſty, to the Emperour. He that hath given 
his Anointed Authority over us, the ſame God hath 
left us the honour of a quiet and peaceable ſubmiſſion 
unto him. Tis our Duty, and 'tis no leſs our Glory. 
The ſmalleſt Star may ſhine as truly as the Sun. The 
Subject may as well adorn his Sphere as the Prince : 
Every one 1a his proper Orb. May our light, in our 
ſeveral places, ſo ſhine, that men may ſee our good 
works, and glorifie our Father which is in Heaven. 

This emblematical anointing has been the ancient 3z&:r's 
way of inveſtiture to our Britifh Kings, and is ſtill ſo ©9974? 

con- 
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continued at their Coronations. They are anointed 

on the Head, in token of Superiority z upon the Breaſt, 

as an obligement to SanCtity 3 on both the Arms, in 
ſignification of Royal Strength and Authority. 

Now where God is thus pleas'd (as in David's caſe) 

(Paal-29.20, to ſay, With my holy ozl have T anointed him; we can 

*1,** do no leſs than religiouſly take up the enſning words 

as our proper Reſpond, 0h let thy hand eſtabliſh him, 

and thine arm ſtrengthen him. Beat down his foes be- 

fore his face, and let thy faithfulneſs and mercy be with 


him for ever. 

IV. The fourth and Jaft particular is 1/-ae!'s con- 

cernment in their Princes weal or woe. He was the 

10h, breath of their Noſtrils. Nobis £que dileF as ac ſpiritus 
vitalis : As if the Church had ſaid, Our Vital breath 
15 not more dear to us, than the ſafety of our Sove- 
raign, 

Weall obſerve, there is nothing more immediately 
requiſite to this natural life, than our breath. Such is 
Government to our civil life; ſuch the true weal of 
our Governours in the efteem of Holy Scripture. The 
phraſe before us, 'tis not a complemental flouriſh of 
gay Oratory, no vain Hyperbole of Court-flattery. 
The words, they are the words of Truth and Soberneſs, 
the Language of ſolid Divinity, the expreſs Aﬀertion 
of Almighty God and his Prophet, that we might re- 
ceive them with the greater reverence. The breath of 
our noſtrils, in whom the whole body of the Kingdom 
(as it were) lives, and moves, and has its well-being. 

One ( it may be in a ſullen frowardneſs murmurs, 
his Priaces manner of life 'tis too ſplendid, his Crown 
£20 imperial, his Throne too radiant, his Court too no 
ble, his Traia too numerous, his Revenues too large, 
and his Guards too awful : Nay, but who art thon, oh 
man, that thus quarrelleſt againl(t the breath of thine 


own 
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own Noſtrils > When the Hands and Feet in the Fable 
were ſo mutinous againſt the Stomack, a little time ſuf- 
ficiently convinced them, the conſpiracy 'twas rather 
againſt themſelves, To fuffocate the Breath, is to de- 
{troy the Body. 

When the Queen of Sheba had ſeen the unparal- 
lel'd Royalties, the Order and Adminiſtration of 80/9- 
m0n's Court, inſtead of carping with ſplenetick Cen- 
ſures, ſhe breaks forth into Ejaculations of the higheſt 
Joy and praiſe : Ble/ed be the Lord thy God which de- 


lighted in thee, to ſet thee upon the Throne of Iſrael ;, be- 5: 


cauſe the Lord loved Iſrael for ever. He that delighted 
in Solomon, did (till as truly love 1ſrael :. The raiſing 
of the one, 'twas no-deſpiling of the other. 

The condition of the Jews (under our Text) was 
through their many provocations againſt God, brought 
now very low: that City which had been ſometime 
Princeſs amongſt the Provinces, was now tributary, 
'T was however a great comfort to:them, under their 
many other ſorrows, that they had yet a King of their 
own : his preſence they .reckoned as their very life ; 
Under his ſhadow we ſhall live among: the heathen, 
They hoped in him to reap the fruits of that comfor- 


1 King. 10, 


\5 


table promiſe between Prince and People; He ſha be 1di.zz,2. 


an hiding place from the winde, and a covert from the 
tempeſt : as rivers of water in a dry place, and as the 
ſhadow of agreat rock in a weary land. Now his (ingle 
Death cloth'd the whole Land in Moorning. 

Thus David's Worthies concluded, it their Prince 
fell, the lamp of Iſrael would be forthwith quenched. 


Sub regno tuo tanquam ſub luce: as it they laid to Da- C144, 


vid, While thou art with us 'tis day ; if we loſe thee, 
'tislikely then to be a dark and diſmal night. 
From the greatneſs of our concern herein ( it: may 


be) it became ſo weighty a Maxime in the Law, Rex Cromer, 


non 


— 4 
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#0n poteſt mori : The King cannot die, In his natural 
perſonal capacity, he is mortal 3 but in his Royal poli- 
tical capacity, he is immortal. That the body of the 
Kingdom might not periſh for want of a never-dying 
Soul to animate and enliven it, that there might be no 
Chaſm, noevil befalling the Kingdom ; the Law rec- 
kons, that at the very inſtant of the Saveraigns death, 
by a kind of State- Metempſ3choſie, the Soveraignty be- 
comes immediately transfus'd to the next Heir of the 
Crown, 

Of all Nations, we in this Iſland may thankfully ſay 
as the Church, The breath of our noſtrils. We have 
been here under the government of Kings beyond the 


. utmoſt Records of all Hiſtory : So that multitude of 


Sabel.. 
Enn.7. 1.5. 


days ſeem to tell us, in point of prudence as well as 
conſcience, we ſhould now fear God ard the King, and 
not meddle with them that are given to change. 

Of all Nations (in the acknowledgement of foreign 
Writers ) we may modeſtly boaſt what noneelſe can, 
Britannia omninm provinciarum prima publicitus Chri- 
ſti nomen recepit : 'Twas Britain that yielded the firſt 
Chriſtian King, by whoſe piety we alſo became the 
firſt profeſſed Chriſtian people. "Twas Britain that 
yielded the firſt Chriſtian Emperor, fo great a bleſſing 
to the whole Church of God. 

'Twas (till under the ſame good condudt of Kings, 
that we were brought to this happy ſtate of Reforma- 
tion whereat we now ſtand : And if there be any thing 
which at this day either diſhonours or endangers us, 
'tis our want of that due conliſteace which we owe 
thereto. 

We have been reſcued by theſe Jernbbaals from the 
Ulſurpations of Popery over our State , depofing our 
Kings, and diſpoſing of their Grqwas as the Pope 
pleas'd; by fecret Artifices withdrawing and —_— 

the 
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the minds of SubjeRts from then bounden Allepi 
to their Princes 3 abetimg Seditions and Rebeth 
as beſt ſerv'd/hisends : And now ſhall we tread ta the 
ſame perverſe ſteps > God forbid. Shall we do the 
fame things which we fo juftly condemn in others > 
Shall we traiterouſly ſe or murder Kinps 2 Shall 
we dare to diſpoſe of their Crowns as every popular 
Tumult ſhall happen to incline 2 far be it from us. 
What is fb bad in a Pope, is ſoarce much berter tn the 
People. ! | 

We have m_ recovered by CO I—_—_ on 
the corraptions ry ta our C - They have 
gone (as our —torka wx the Temple) with matho- 
rity and ze}, caſtrag out the abuſes that had crept 1ato 
Gods honſe. They have left the ſtate of divine wor» 
{mp ſo deliberztely reformed in our Litwrgie, that (in 
the judgment of our greateſt ſufferers under - Queen 


Ig 


Maries Reign) #0 Chriſtian Conſcience could be offen- Dr. Taylors 
ded at any thing therein conteined. And ſhall wenow ygun. 


tarn Gods Grace into Wantonneſs? Shall we grow 
weary of our own Mercies, as perſons fick of that good 
Reformation which has received ſo hogourable, ſo re- 
ſpeaful a right hand of Fellowſhip from the reformed 
Churches abroad 2 We may not, we may not z and 
I hope we ſhall not. 

Are we happily fet free from the follies and trifles 
of former Superſtitions, and ſhall we now inſtead of 
them, chuſe new Gods, Gods newly ſprung up, {ach as 
our Fathers, the ancient Church, and Primitive Chri- 
ſtians never knew? Such lenities they may indeed 
pleaſe us, but (as our 3gner fatyi ) they will moſt cer- 
tainly millead us, = 

The extreams of the e7rcumference may ſeem (trange- 
ty oppoſite one to the other 3 and yet both equal! 
diſtant from the cerfre of Trath. *'Tis not tauch = 

C whe- 
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whether it be frenzie on this hand, or on that : God ir 


' bis mercy keep us from either. 


To draw toward a cloſe, I ſee I muſt at preſent for- 
bear what I would very willingly have added. Let 
Iſrael's Lamentation, become Exgland's Inſtruction: And 
the Churches deep Sighs thus mournfully expreſſed in 
the Text, may they excite the like pious ſenſe through- 
out the Aſſembly, | 

We muſt not by any means flatter our ſelves concer- 
ning the black action of this day. 'Tis wef known 
( and I wiſh it may be as well laid to heart ) how great 
an abhorrence primitive Chriſtians had of ſuch execra- 
ble Crimes. We may eaſily finde Albinians, or Nigrians, 
on Caſſians, that is, Mutineers and Rebels amongit you 
Romans; (ſays one who lived within leſs than 200 
years of Ghriſt :) but ( ſays he) you ſhall never finde 
any of this ſeditious turbulent humonr amongit #s Chri- 

zans. 

Jalian himſelf ( how bitter ſoever, yet) fairly vin- 
dicates the Chriſtians of thoſe times in this point ; If 
any (ſays he) carry themſelves diſorderly toward 
their Soveraign, «inzs ie idle that 18, the reſs of the 
Church immediately infli& the moſt ſevere puniſhments 
upor them. Rebellion againſt lawful Authority, vio- 
lence againſt the Lords Anointed, this hainous ſpot 
'twas not then the ſpot of Gods Children. 

And is it now ours 2 Have we, as Shebah, lift up 
our rebellious hands againſt our David £ We mult 
then monrn out the reſt of the day, and ſet our felves in 
the greateſt ſeriouſneſs to bring forth fruits meet for 
all, unfeigned Repentance in this ſad caſe the reſt of our 
life. | 

his 'twas the great confidence of his late 24ajeſty, 

as himſelf mentions it ia his Advice to our preſent S0- 
veraign< You ſhall receiyeit in his owa Princely words. 
None 
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None ( ſays he) will be more loyal and faithful to me 
and you; than thoſe Subjets who being ſenſible of their 
Errours and our Injuries, will feel in their own Souls 
moſt vehement motives to Repentance, and earneſt de- 
fires to make ſome reparations for their former de- 
feds. | 
j He has promis'd it; oh let us perform it : And we 
ſhall thereby tranſlate our Prophets wournful lamenta- 


tions into Anthems of praiſe 3 and this Song ſhall be. 


yet ſung in our Land, The breath of oxr #oftrils, the A- 
nointed of the Lord, ſitteth in honour and ſafety upon his 
throne, environed with the love and loyalty of his peo- 
ple, under whoſe ſhadow we live in peace among the natt> 
ons. And let all true Chriſtians and true Engliſh-mep, 


ſay, 
AMEN 
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LAMENTATIONS ,. 20. 
The breath of our noftrils , the Anointed of the 
mY Lord. mas taken 112 their p4s.3. of. whom wa ſaid, 
Wuden his. ſhadow me fball live among the 
heaphen. 


\ 


- the- the mournfu} Salemnity the laſt 
year, weſat down and! wept with-this fad 
Elegie. We found the Scene too truly in 
England, the doleful Tragedy here, and 

* ous ſclves the wretched Actors of it. 
'Twere but a joyleſ queſtion to aſk, as in the Poet, 


wonnnonnnnnnn que cauſa indigna ſerenos 
Fedavit vultws, ant cur hec vulnera cerno 2 


Oh how comes Majefty to be thus baſely , thus bar- 
baroufly treated? What mean ſuch Inſtruments of Cru- 
elty about the mourning Scaffold? Such numerous 
Troops of arm'd Aſſaſſinates fo furiouſly raging with 
than carſed cry, Crucifie himy crucifie him : or 10 their 
own Language, Juſtice, Juſtice; that is,in plainer terms, 
We will have the King s Bloud. 

Such were our woful Outrages. And inſtead of ex- 
culive Palliations, we muſt with one common bluſh 
conftels, 90 it- war. 

Our Prophet's ery alene bleeds with us in Britain. 
The Zedekzah in the Text, proves to be our own Sove- 


zaign. The Pit wherein he was taken, the traiterous 
hands 
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hands of his ungrateful rebellious Subjects. The Ho- 
norary Charatter here giver-to him, every way as pro- 
perin out caſe, the Anointed, the eminently Anointed 
of the Lord, And our concernment in his Weal or 
Woe, as deep as 1/rae/sconld poſlibly be in Zedekzab's. 
Our Prince was alſo the very Breath of our Noſtrils; 
and under his ſhadow, had not we ourſelves laid vio» 
lent bloudy hands upon him, we might have liv'd with 
much comfort , with much happineſs and honour a+ 
mong(t the Nations, You have already received ſome 
abrupt account of theſe ſeveral particulars: the ſadneſs 
of the matter invites not to any freſh inſiſtance upon: 


them. 
Tis the Glory of God, that he is able to bring good 


out of evil. 'Twill be at preſent our work from the 


remains of this Text, as far as we can, humbly to imi- 

tate God in ſo divine an Art, and to make tryal what 

_ provement we can likewiſe draw fromſo horrid, 
great an evil ; and that ſhall be twofold. 

r. To. make our penitential Lamentation together, 
for what wasthis day done. 

2, To adjure one another to the utmoſt Allegiance, 
Loyalty, and Duty, as our preventives fromrelapſing 
to the like Villanies any more. All curious diſcour- 
ſes may now be very well ſpar'd ; the plaineſt matter 
( if truely pertinent ) will be to-thisſad occaſtan moſt 
proper. 

The firſt and faireſt expreſſion of our Piety, in re- 
ference to ſo-unparallel'd a Murder, were plainly this : 
To bear # due ſenſe of it, and to-melt into a truly pe- 


nitential ſorrow for it. If David's heart ſo deeply 


ſmote him becauſe he had: cut off the (kirt of Sans 
Garment, how ſeverely them ought our hearts to ſmite- 
us, who have cut off not the Garment but the perſon; 
our Soveraign himfelf from: the land: of the living 

ut 
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But ſins ( eſpecially of this nature) are ſooner com- 

Sr. Azz. mitted, than repented of. Peccare 20x pudet----de 

ligatur4 vulneris erubeſcit., Where we could well e- 

nough brook the ſin, we can by no means bear the 

ſhame. And tis one very hard abodement upon Exg- 

land at this day, that we are ſo loth ingenuouſly to 
acknowledge our iniquity in this particular. 

I (hall therefore, that I may the better promote that 
great humiliation which the day ſo earneſtly calls for, 
lay before you theſe few aggravating conſiderations. 

1. The violence this day committed z 'twas a moſt 
high affront to that- Signature of Sacredneſs, where- 
with God hath inveſted the perſons of Princes. He 
hath ſaid ( and certainly he hath not ſaid it in vain ) 

Plal.22.6- Te areGod: A kind of terreſtrial Angels; Heavens 
Viceroys, (itting (as was ſaid of Solomon ) upon the 
throne of the Lord. Twas Solomoz's Throne, and yet 
God's : Twas God's Throne, and yet Solomon's. Twas 
God's in way of donation, Solomon's. in way of poſle(- 
ſion. And this in a true propriety of ſpeech, Sjc o#:- 
Lavator 4% cor thron Principum Dei throni dici poſſunt. Neither 
focum was this Solowor's ſingle prerogative. The Thrones 
of all other Kings, the Thrones of our Kings, they are 
no leſs than the Thrones of God ; that we might al- 
ways look with the more aweful reverence upon them, 

The Jews tell us, that man in his primitive condition 
had a bright mark ſet upon him, which they called nm» 
Pavor, at the (fight whereof all inferiour Creatures ſtood 
in awe, and became ſubject to him : And this upon 
mans Apoſtacy, they ſay, became in a great meaſure 
loſt, We may ſafely ſay this orient Signature 'tis fair- 
ly viſible upon the perſons of Princes, that their Sub- 
jects might fear and tremble before them. Oh let not 
us by our Rebellions attempt to deface it. 

Tis of ſome moment this way, what we finde re- 


ported 


1 Chron. 
29. 23+ 
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ported concerning our own Realze. If a Villain pur- 

ſued by his wear Lord, could but come and proſtrate 

himſelf 2d ſacra veſtigia , that is, at the Kings ſacred Pimwder; 
feet, he was then eſteem'd as one ſafe at Sanctuary, his 
Purſuer might now trouble him no further, 

And is the royal preſence ſuch an unqueſtionable A- 
ſlum to others? Oh then let Reaſon and Modeſty 
judge how Sacred muſt the royal perſoz it ſelf be to the 
Conſciences of all good men. 

From the deep ſenſe of this Sacredneſs it is, that the 
Addrefles of religious perſons to Majeſty, are uſually 
tender'd in Holy Scripture with the utmoſt lowlineſs ; 

As an Angel of God, ſs is my Lord the King. The 25am. 14, 
Princes Sphere, 'tis an Angelical Sphere; and in our '7 
acceſs to ſuch, we ſtand before thoſe who are already 

cowiny as the Angels of God, 

Holy men of old were far from contriving the baſe 
Artifices how to expole Majeſty as cheap in the eyes of 
the People. They thought not fit to ſay to a King, 9) ;,.18. 
Thou art wicked ; or to Princes, Te areungodly : Their 
Language and Carriage favor'd of a far better Spirit. 
Whether their Afﬀairs went ſmooth or rough, they 
were ſtill at this good frame, My Lord the King is 45 an * 59 15. 
Angel of God, " 

Theſe impreſſions were then indelible when tempta- 
tions were molt buſie with Davzd, and all outward cir- 
cumſtances concurrent to have made him ( if poſlible) 

a bad Kings-man ; yet then, even then, he retains his 
Loyalty and Veneration for his Prince as high as ever. 

God forbid that I ſhould ſtretch forth mine hand againſt 1 Sam. 26, 
the Lords Anointed. wi 

This Sacredneſs of the Soveraigns perſon was held 
iaviolable in the Jewiſh Church, where their expreſs 
Do&rine was, that zo creature may judge the King, 


this judgement tis left to the holy and bleſſed God _ 
us 


Ezck.19. 
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Thus hath God ſet bounds ( as at Mount $inas ) 
that the people might not rudely break through , or 
ruſh with infolencies upon thoſe whoſe perſons he hath 
made ſacred. 

2. The violence this day committed, 'twas a moſt 
unnatural breach of that neer connexion wherein God 
hath knit Prince and People together. The welfare of 
the one, 'tis the welfare of the other ; the diftreſs of 6i- 
ther, the danger of both. This *tis the plain language 
of the Text : He that runs may read it. Zedekiah's 
Calamity 'tis all 7/-2e/s Lamentation, Any evil befal- 
— tis moſt deeply laid to heart by them. 

e have in the Prophet Ezechiel an znigmmical 
paſſage of this nature : Fire is gone out of a rod of her 
branches, which hath devour'd her fruit, ſo that ſhe hath 
no ſirong rod to be « ſcepter to rule : this is a lamen- 
tation, and ſhall be for a lamentation. 

The Prophets phraſe 'tis metaphorical. Zedekiah 
and” his Sons were now miſerably deſtroy'd and {lain 
the other Branches of the Royal Family inhumanely 
cut off, The firlt part of this diſmal Tragedy 'ewas a- 
Cted by Nebnchadnezzar, at Riblah and Babylon : The 
ſecond part wherein fire is ſaid to have gone out of a 
rod of her Branches, and to have deyour'd her fruit, 
ſo that ſhe had no ſtrong rod to be a Scepter to rule; 
this may (poflibly) relate to 7Þmae!, mentioned in 
the 41 of Jeremy, who being of the Seed-royal, might 
be not improperly called one of the Rods of thoſe 
Branches, Sure we are, fire came out from him, and 
devoured Gedaliah and 7o other eminent perſons, as 
that Chapter ſadly atteſts; ſo that there ſeem'd now 
no ſtrong Rod left to be a Scepter to rule. 

Hereupoan the Prophet ſo pathetically cries out, This 
* 2 Lamentation, and for a Lamentation, 't« mextouwm 2yino 
ſo the 70 5 it is, and it hall be a proverbial mourning, 

a 
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a precedenit.., a leading. caſe. to future Ages.; 44 fyaxi 
»ſque-tiepotes : as if the Prophet had ſaid; While timgy 
lives,this ſorrow will ſcarce die. .'Tis not, he King; is, 
taken away, the: Government broken up, and' what 
care we?» tho, 12, the Church reſents it with. a far, dee+: 
perſympathy : the Funeral may be. his, but, the Mopyr, 
ning muſt be ours; both ours;and que:Childrens-Aafteg, 
us. Wemuſt godown forrowing to: the Grave,-: Tha 
joy of our heart is ceaſed, the crown is fallen from oun 
heed, May this Picty in Subjects toward their-Sove- 
raignlive for ever. 
*Fis chns in the 24tzral body :: He that waunds-the 
Head, endangers the: whole -man.; : 'Tis thus-in-the' ci- 
vil-byudy ; The imiting of the: Shepherd, 'tis the ſcat- 
1 teringof:the' whole Flock. + We have the brighter fidg 
of this Truth, fairly: exemplified in_ Solomon's caſe 5 
where his Greatneſs and his Peoples Happineſs, - his : King.4; 
Crandeurand thew Welfare; went hand: in hand kiſing 
and! congratulating} each-ather, --Solomon he reigns 0+ 
ver 1ſraed.;,: and they. brought:preſents. aud. ſerved '80+ verc 1,21; 
lomon-all the days of his life. ; ? x0 110 ,3:1% of | 
Nor was 1/7ael at all eclipſed by it. "4nd Fudaband ye;:;, 
Iſrael dwelt ſafely, every mar under: bis Vine, azd:un+ 
der his Fig-tree; fram Dan te Reerſheba, all the "days of 
Sa/omor, titrenceds be no —_—— — Fes 
lichties, they-are as- Aardr's rich Oigtment, which 
ſently ran down tb the ſkirts of Sis Garments —_ 
the Head is thus hoanour'd, the whole Body ſhares; and 
of courſe rejoyces with it. | 
The ſadder, the:darker (ide.of the Claud, we ſee that 
tao: fully verified in. the nnhappy interregnums under 
the Judges. . by thoſe days there was no King in Iſrael. «© Judg.1y 5. 
but every manu did thet; mhich was right i1r bis. own eyes. 
Right in their owneyes it might be, but wrongenough 
1 1a theeyes of God and all = men. Groſs Idolatry 
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in Religion, the moſt odious Savageneſs in Converſa. 
tion, as the Sequele atteſts, Such are the barbarous 
produdts of looſe times, 

Hitherto the Princes Soveraignty and the Subjetts 
S$afety,his Auguſtneſs 8 their happineſs (as thoſe wings 
of the-Chernbizs over the mercy-ſeat ) they meet and 
embrace-each other. What God has thus exemplarily 
put together, 'tis pity that man ſhould attempt or dare 
to-pnt aſunder. 

- The relative Titles which our ancient Laws with fo 
much ſageneſs uſe, may further confirm us in this point. 
Pater patrie, Medicus, Maritzs regni : The Soveraign 
ts the common Father of the Country : He the Phyli- 
cian, we the weak Patients ; 'he the Huſband, the King- 
dom his Spouſe, betroth'd to him with a ſolemn Cors- 
eration- Ring. His abſence makes us a Family of. deſo- 
Jate Orphans, an Hoſpital of morons Harman and 
the whole Kingdom a ſolitaty helpleſs Widow exposd 
to endleſs Opprefiions, ' Such a Prince did we loſe, 
and ſach were:the Calamities that enſued upon it. 

'Tis true, all ſpecious perſwaſions were us'dto raile 
that wretched War againft the King ; nothing but gol- 
den. Declarations ſet forth to reform Church and State, 
to remove evil Counſellors, to-redreſs Grievances, and 
to ſecure Liberty and Property to the People. Ds 
fuſtum. ſarFumque ' videri. So fair the pretence ( it 
ſeems) muſt needs be. But alas, this Angel of Light 
ſoon vaniſhed as a perſonated appearance, and the iſſue 
prov'd ſuch, as we have but ſmall joy to relate. A 
wilde Scepticiſm in Religion, an utter Subverſion of 
Government, ſuch excefiive Taxes and Impoſitions, 
ſuch: fifth and twentieth parts,ſuch Sequeſtrations and 
Dectmations, fuch Views and Reviews, ſuch pluadring 
of Loyal Subjes and illegal ſales of their Eſtates, ſuch 
waſt expence of Bloud and Treaſure, as England till then 

thad not known, Theſe 
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Theſe ſore preſſures by degrees filld the whole Land 
with ſighings , Utinam viveret : Ohthat the King were 
alive and upon his Throne again +, for then was it better 
with ws thaz it is now, Our (in became our puniſh- 
ment: In the day that we rebelled againſt our Sove- 
raign, in that day we laid violent hands upon our own 
Happineſs. 

3. The violence this:day committed, 'twas a moſt 
open Violation of all. Laws both Divine and Humane; 
whateyer may be the ſinews of boiſterous War, we ate 
fure good Laws are the {inews of all civil Society and 
Peace ;z where they fall, we alſo fall with them : Plebs 

ne lege ruit. 

That God who hath created man a reaſonable crea- 
ture, hath thereby ſhewed his intentions to govern us by 
ſuch moral DaRures, his holy Commands and Laws : 
buttheſe we wretchedly. caſt behind our backs. 

As our ſoveraign Legi//ator, he hath ſet over us 
ifwias apexs ra, Supreme Powers. The perſons commiſlio- 
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nated, are honourably ſtild the Minzſters of God; and rom. 14. 
the Commiſſion intruſted_ in their hands, no leſs than ': 2, 4 


the Ordinance of God, thus iſſued forth for oxr good. 
And all this, while Princes were then open Pagans ; 
with this ſevere caution added to the convert Chriſti- 
ans of thoſe times, That reſiſting this power, 'twould be 
a confronting the, Eutaxie, the Oeconomie, and goud 
Order of Heaven; a ſupplanting the true jss divinun, 
a deſpiſing not the Delegate, but the Origzza/; not 
man, but God. Lord! how apocryphal were theſe 
great Doftrines of the Goſpel eſteemed in our late Re- 


bellioa! Or rather, what unchriſtian Chriſtians were 


we then grown | 


Solomon tells us, Where the word of a King is,. there xc. 8.4 


is power ; that is, = pp} and Majeſty 3 and who 


may ſay unto him, What doſithonu? Tis not for ever 
— clowni 


£6 "The ferhnd'Servion, Jan. \$1.1X682. 
'clowniffh Paligt,' ey every'p!  rprrs Mccha- 
r 


. *tiex;rude e his Prins? *Norr pot 
Eq Ea DIcar902 He ton Peffon wy high td hi i. 
d heir T Fritunal. 


ifh'Eaws. in' all Sire reverence of 
"the Divine Neth plainly in the'very(fameſteps. 0. 
Braflor. mis ſub Rege,, ©: i 6 e ſub nullo niſt tantum Deo : 'We 
Me "Sh wn \ he'x'Mbjett'to'mrone'but God, 
we” Nd: a Revenger'to-execiite wrath 
tpor' us'; ), Rege?n Tpfor Imperium eft Jo- 
FN God hith{Elf Gillis outzanie of thatmatter in 
Idem, a Superiour'Court.  Sarifque: *al penam , quod Deun 
habet altorem. This is the check, in, his caſe; 'God 
"ftands ready borh tothſpett xn ffh his fariles, 
'” Bar that we'ti Agog ch nporr Odds Prero- 
*o4tive, we e'Anp C Cad ere) rith Aaming 
Pal, 105, Swords before "its, gre bot wine Andibted, tnrſe not 
I 5. "The King, no not in thy, tho ht. oe Yathe neareft' Harmo- 
Ecel10-20-y Wherewith oor on Laws "havemoſt mH A de. 


IDs d, Thevery << t the Ki 
to Soren ET BOY rr Ki ha 
of, ey fl onARy rats 
A eibierfa t fo fttift care 1s. : het for the Perſon, 
Pr lk ck Tina of the' Sav?r4itn in 
the Oathof Allep = whi & of Parliament is 
tobe agmiqi NonepF ne s,that th Oath of 
pane ir heb bjettsto our os, 
o oyal- 


twe'p iotis ſence Phe? have'a 
1y frotytime to time expreſſed to our Kings :-The Crown 
of England hath been ſo free at all times, that it bath 
15 R20-5-Feent in 10 Earthly ſubjeTion, but immediately ſubjeT to 
God. $0 one Parliament. at another time, The King 
” hath noTeers in his Lant, and cannot be judged. And 
imKing. Jewes's 'time the Parliament having agnized 
upon 5 Abb of their hearts, their conftant Faith, 
| Loyalty, 
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Loyalty, and' Obedience tothe King and his Royal 
Progeny,' they proceed in all fowline $ to this further, ©" 
'Addreſs: We recognize; as we are Gown by the Law of * 74 ©.u 
God and man, that the 'Redlns of England, and the The- 
perial Crown "thereof , doth belong to Yon by t1herent 
Birthright, Which they -beſeech the King to accept 
a the firfl-Fruits of their Loyalty and'Fithto his Maje- 
fty and his? ofterity for ever.” 

And wellhad-1t Heh fot'us, 'had- we kept theſe ſa» 
cred Memorials, this fenſe'of our bounden Duty, truly 
engraven upon 'our hearts: The Soveraign had not 
then |been/ſo heavy a Swfſerer z 'the SxbjeF 'had not 
then been ſo hainous a Criminal: Hut'both eminent- 
oy 'happy in'Gods ble[ktng.- 

'The:Cburiſel was certainly gbod , and well worthy 
this Robe, -who then paveit, Hold to the'Laws, ant{the Jodge 
great Body recovers 5 forſake #hem, aud it will- certain- __ 
Iy periſh. 

Men-and*Brethren, wwe have thus far made our Pre- 
parations for ſome penitential ' Sorrow. We have 
nowto fiedoww together, as'Job's three Friends, eery 
one with'oar Mantle rent, 'and -Duſt upon our h 
making our-confeſlion, as Toſeph's Bretheeh, Verily we 
are guilty concerning our Soveraien s blood. © 

Methinks we may feehimreligiouſly prep P "0g him. 
felf the better to recetve'this bitter Cup; ken ta. 
king that divine Cordial, our: Spirent rr7.ra the 
bleſſed Sacrament, in commemoration of ourSaviour's 
death. "Fhen embracing his Children (Cfach as might », ,c;;,. 
come to him ) with-the tendereſt affe&ions of a moſt and Lady 
loving Father. ; and yet that Princely ſpirit of ſtrength £/#44%*% 
which -ſo- highly became a Royal Martyr, leaving his 
laſt Bleſſing ad: Counſel with them ; Fear God, love Chak 
one another ; forgive my Enemies, T'my ſelf have done 
it; but- traſt them rot, for T have found them moſt falſe * 
fo me, Me- 
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Methinks we may ſee the butcherly Irons and Ropes 
faſten'd to the Block and Scaffold, to have forc'd and 


Chron-53! ound down: Majeſty with the utmoſt barbarouſneſs, 


in caſe ( which they feared ) -he ſhould have reſiſted ; 
who came, alas, as a Lamb'to all this (laughter, in the 
glories of his Saviour's patience, no way diſcomposd 
at the Vizar and diſguiſe of the Executioner , who 
ſought in the depth of his conſciouſneſs to conceal him- 
ſelf and his infamous perſon (if it could be) from the 
knowledge of God and'man. But lo our Soveraign's 
ſerenity and condition ! every place 'tis to him a T hea- 
tre for the exerciſe of his Piety and Vertue. Jn the 
very Agonies of Death , he cloſes as one already in 
Heaven. He endured the Croſs, he deſpiſed the Shame, 
and through the joy that was ſet before him, leaves 
theſe holy dying words behinde him ( as the Garments 
that fell from E/ijeb)) in his very departing from us: 7 
have a good Cauſe and agraciows God on my ſide. I go 
from acorruptible to an incorruptible Crown, where no 
diſturbances can come. | 

 Methinks we may, without a Proſopopeie, hear the 
deep Groantngs of the whole Land 5 without any Hy- 
potypoſis, we may behold a numerous train of Mour- 
gers from all parts attending that Funeral, which might 
then have no ſolemanity allowed to it. 

Methinks we may ſee the Roye! Family, though ſcat- 
ter'd through violence, yet upon this {ad occaſion, pre» 
ſeat as cloſe Mourners, with that amazing Scripture 
dropping from their pale lips, As a mar faleth before 
the wicked, ſo fell our Father this day. 

Methinks we may fee the Church, as Jer»/alem;,with 
Tears upon her checks, bitterly crying out, that our 
David who had let his afte&ion ſo pioully upon the 
Houſe of God ;. another Conſtaztine, a truly nurſin 
Father, who was never ſenſible of any loſs to himſelf, 

by 
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if thereby gain might redound to God ; as our Hiltosi- 
ans ſo.juſtly acknowledge of him. Methinks we cag- 
not: but ſee the- Church -Jamenting that this Royal Pa- 
tron of Religion and Learning was thus barbaroully 
taken from us. - 

Methinks we may ſee the whole People trembling as 
at that great Mourning of Hedadrimmos in the Valley 
of Megiddon, when Joſeah, the deſire of their eyes, the 
joy of their hearts, was now no longer with them, 

This was that diſtreſſed day wherein the beauty of 
Iſrael was (lain among(t us. Ye Daughters of England, 
weep over your murdered Soveraige, who clothed you 
| ia Scarlet, and put upon-you Ornaments of Gold ; who 
crowned the Land with-ſuch Riches .and Plenty. ' Oh 
tell it not in Gath, oh publiſh -it not 4n the ſtreets of 
Aſcelon, that other Countries (if pollible) might nei- 
ther hear aor know what Chriſtians, what Proteſtant; 
- day ſo prodigionſly did before all Urael, end before 
87e Sun. 

And that the meaſures of Iahumanity might be full 
and running over, when it came to our Soveraign's Ins 
terment, though divers noble Lords entreated the rights 
of Chriſtian burial for their Royal Maſter, and the then Fle's 
| Lord Biſhop of Londow ſtood ready with tears to have ©" 
| officiated that Jaſt ſervice to the remains. of Mortality _ 
now to be depoſited in the joyful hopes of a bleſſed Re- 
ſurreQion ; yet neither were able to prevail : ſo that 
{ilence and ſorrow were the onely circumſtance of re- 
mark,the ſad ceremonies of State to ſo great a Funeral, 
But we muſt draw the Curtain ( as in Jgawemmar's 
caſe”) ---Tanto par nul/a figure dolors. 

We muſt greatly bluſh, as perſons who ſtand aſhamed, 
yea even confounded, that ever ſo odious an evil was 
wrought amonglt us. Were the ſeveral ſad circumſtances 


of it gathered together,Slaid ig order before our eyes, 
we 
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we might ſay as once the Tribes of 7/aek in another 
caſe; There hath-no ſnch' deeu-beem doneg nov ſeen, fron 
the'day that Bngland became a Chriſftihie people toi this 


dayi” Gonfider of'it, become truly humble -under it, 
_-and laſtly watch with all unfeigned ſollicitude againſt 


whatever might endanger-our relapſing imoit. 

Which leadsto the ſecond: particular mentioned: at 
firſt. There'are divers things of untappy' tendency 
this way. Give me leaveto enter ſome needful Caveats 
againſt ther, and then I cloſe, _ 

+: The firſt ſhall be againſt erratick diſloyal opinions, 
The'Head uſually betrays the Heart, aad'debauchesthe 
Life, © On the'6n& hand; when. Papiſts, ſhall grow-le- 
vet'd with Jeſultical infiquations, that-tisa meritori- 
ons work to difpatch an excommunicated Prince, and 
that 'the- Aſſaſſinate ſball-forthwith- become a-Saint; 
when Popes ſhall proudly tread upon the necks of 
Kings,” and' take upon themto abfolye Subjets:from 
their due Allegiance 3 when they ſhall exalt themſelves 
above all that is called God, ſetting the Crozier above 
the Scepter': then *ware Kings and Kingdoms,daogeris 
not far off, ** | 

And on the other hand, when a Fanatical Vertigo 


.: ſhall creep into the heads of others , that the Saints 


mult by all meats goverr the world; which Saiats-are 
they 3 the next wark iscommonly this, Let us kill the 
Heir; that the inheritance may be ours. 

The late Rebellions in Scotland, ſcarce yet quietly 
allayed, are too ready an inſtance of thisnature, What 
influence the extravagant Opinions of ſome of their 
former great Kiok-men might give toſuck bad-practices, 
I ſhallaot here-determine. Their Pofitiogs have been 
ſuch as theſe :''Kivgs and Governours have their Autho- 
rity from the People, and upon occaſion the People may 
take it away again. So one vf them, He that by Ex- 

COMe 
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communication is caſt into Hell, is not worthy to enjoy 
any life upon Earth. So another, And when a Party 


zz 


of this humour had taken a very odde way to make «,,,;,,,; 
the King their own, by a forcible detaining his perſon Hiſtory: 


at Ruthuen, 1582. that they might thereby bring him 
to their own wills, though the action were Treaſon by 
the Law of Nature and Nations, adjudged by the E- 
{tates of Scotland as Crimen leſe Majeſtatis , and the 


inſolence ſo deeply reſented by the King himſelf, that ,, z,,,.. 


he cried out he was a Captive, and deſired all his good 
Subjects to procure his liberty ; yet the Kirk-Aſſembly 
ſtands up to juſtifie it, and ordains all to be excommu- 
nicated,and ſubject to further civil puniſhment, that ae. 
greed not with them herein. 

There is a full, though joyleſs truth in the common 
Obſervation : Superſtition ( whether Popiſh or Fana- 
tick ) where-ever it takes place, introduceth a new Pri- 
mum Mobile, which commits a Rape upon the Spheres 
of the civil World, and puts all into utter Confer 

Thus delirous did we alſo grow in Ergland; lo far 
tranſported with theſe religious Frenzies, that after 
many leſler Skirmiſhes againſt the innoceat Rites of the 
Church, men drew up at laſt into open Battalia againſt 
the State. TheWalls became ſcal'd & taken; any Houſe 
of Lords was voted uſeleſs ; a ſingle Perſon (that is, 
the King ) was voted needleſs; and the life of our 
Soveraign traiterouſly taken away by an infamous 
Conſpiracy of men, pretendedly (til'd an High Court 
of Juſtice. Such was the Series; Wild Opinions led the 
Van, and open Rebellion brought up the Reer. 

[t may and muſt be a juſt Argument with us and our 
Polterity after us, to be ſober-minded, There is a 
chaſtneſs, and there is a wantonnels of ſpirit in things 
pertaining to Religion, The ſober Chriſtian chaſtly 
conſiſts with the plain Soul-ſaving Truths of God, The 

"Wo Wan= 
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wanton Profeſſor is fond of every ftrange face he ſees, | 
As Sampſon in his wandring Amours, none of the | 
Daughters of 7/rae/ could pleafe him 3 he muſt needs 
have a Dalilah from among the uncircumcis'd 7h;/;- 
ſtims : by which means both he and all 7/rae! fel] with | 
him. 

The caſe 'tis too applicable to our ſelves. The ve- | 
nerable Orders of a reformed Church, the mildeſt Laws 
of a well-conſtituted Kingdom , cannot ( it ſeems) | 
pleaſe many mens minds; they muſt needs have ſome 
ather Dalilahs of their own : God forgive it. And 1 
beſeech you, my Brethren, hold faſt a form of ſound 
words, and labour to ſteer your whole Converſation 
by the Spirit of a ſound mind. 

2, A ſecond Caveat I muſt as heartily enter, 1s a- 
gainlt excentricalneſs of Carriage. We are almoſt a: 
many Rulers as ruled : Rather Privy Counſellors, and 
chief Miniſters of State, than ordinary Subjects : Great 
Agitators, exerciſing our ſelves in matters too high for 
us. This apparently endangers the whole. 

The Locufts mentioned 1n the Prophet, break not 
their Ranks, they thruſt not one another, they march 
every one in his Path ; but we, like ſome bad Huſbands 
at home, ſpend moſt of our time abroad : mightily ta- 
kenup about the Duties of others, but ſupinely negli- 
gent in our own. 

Theſe St. Peter couples with very coarſe company : 

1iPet 4.15, Let none of you ſuffer as a murderer, or #s athief, or as 
an evil doer, or as a buſte-body in other mens matters. 
The Apoſtle ſhakes them all together in the ſame bag : 
murderers, thieves, buſie-bodies, and evil doers ; as (c- 
veral ſorts of jayl birds, all of them felons and criminals 
againſt the divine Law. 

I ſhall not compare theſe (ins one with the other, to 
extenuate here, or to aggravateſthere, The whole A(\- 

ſembly 
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ſembly will rather ſay, God of his mercy keep every 
honeſt man from falling into any of them. 

'Twere certainly both modeſty and prudence, for 
every man to waſh his hands from that pragmaticalneſs 
with which this Age is ſo much defiled. 

Ualeſs ſome evil Spirit troubles and haunts us, which 
God forbid, otherwiſe what hinders, but that we might 
(according to that Apoſtolical Gounſel) ſtudy to be 
quiet, and to do onr own buſineſs? taking that good 
advice, of learning every man his own Leſlon : 


quem te Dems eſſe Perſiuh. 
Juſſit, & humane qui parte locatms er ip re, 


When the eye, the hand, and the foot keep ſteady to 
their own proper offices, then is the whole body moſt 
happy and like it (elf. 

3- The next thing we have as much cauſe to take no- 
tice of, is the inſtilling of ſtrange falſe ſuggeſtions into 
the minds of others, Such impreſſions are eaſily made, 

In all Hiſtory the people greedily receives them, but 
ſcarce ever parts with them, 

The evil Spies were very induſtrious this way : 
They buz'd ſuch formidable ſtories up and down, that 
Iſrael conciuded themſelves quite undone 3 Ard al the, ,, ,. 
Congregation lifted up their voice, and cryed 5 and the 1. 
people wept that night. But pray was there any real 
cauſe for all theſe panick frights and fears > Surely no. 
Joſhua tells them more comfortably, The Lord is with gc, 
#5. And Czleb, to whom God himſelf gave this high 
teltimony, that he had followed God fully, 'tis ſaid of yum, 15. 
him, that he ſtiVed the people. He did a far better of- 35 
ficein Gods account that quieted, than they who thus 
troubled the peoples minds. If evil ſurmifings be a 
fruit of the fleſh, we may juſtly ſuſpe& amuſing inſinu- 
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ations are the curſed root from whence they grow, 

Abſalom had perfeCtly learned this knack of popular 
wheedling: And Abſalom ſaid, See, thy matters are 
good and right, but there is no man deputed of the King 
fo hear thee, Things ( it ſeems) weat very bad, and 
were likely to grow dayly worſe : But is there no re- 
medy in ſuch a dangerous conjunCture of affairs? [f 
Abſalom would but pleaſe to ſpeak out, it may be he 
knows of ſome expedient that would relieve us ; yes 
he does, And rather than we ſhall want it, he will be 
ſo kind as to expound his myſtical Riddle, and tell us 
what it is. And Abſalom ſaid, 0h that T were made 
judge in the land, that every man which hath any ſuit or 
cauſe, might come to me, and Iwould do him ——— 

A brave cantrivance, well worth his good wiſhes to 
the peoples welfare | They muſt be courted ( it ſeems) 
iato their own ruine, Lord ! what a religious cheat is 
here, to ſteal away the hearts of the People from their 
lawful Prince! Yet thus the Scene was laid, and thus 
a moſt unnatural Rebellion was ſoon after rais'd ; only 
a juſt God brought it ſeverely home upon the heads of 
the Rebels, the firlt raiſcrs of it. 

David (it ſeems ) neglects them , Ab/alow is the 
onely man that takes care for them ; 'tis but riſing up 
briſkly for Abſalom, and all is well. Here's the poy- 
ſon'd Arrow that flieth by day, here's the devouring 
Peſtilence that walketh in the darkneſs. God preſerve 
us from it. 

Men and Brethren, let us not deceive our (elves. 
Falſe ſuggeſtions of this nature, they are as Brutzs dag- 
ger at Ceſay's heart; a ſecret (ſtabbing of any Govern- 
ment, But we are perſwaded better things of Emgland, 
and ſuch as may become that gratitude which we all 
owe to God and our Soveraign, for that Peace and 
Plenty, that Liberty and Property, thoſe many __ 
orts 
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forts both for Soul and Body, which we ſo freely enjoy 
under his Government. 

4. A fourth thing, as natural for us to take heed of 
as any of the former, is, a froward murmuring againſt 
thoſe whom God hath ſet over us. This was the 


ny 


w, 


great (in of 1/rael in the Wilderneis : And the whole x04. 15. 


congregation of the children of Iſrael murmured again * 


_ and Aaron, How hard1s it to pleaſe ſome peo- 
e! 

God had brought 1/74el ſafely out of their Houſe of 
Bondage with an out-(tretched arm; they were now 
travelling to the Land of Promiſe, feaſted day by day 
with Angels Food, ſupplied from the Rock with 
ſtreams of Living Water , which followed the Camp 
where-ever they went; direfted by a Pillar of Light 
through their whole Journey ; their Cloths (till freſh. 
( without any waxing old for forty years together} up- 
on their backs ; yet they murmur, So querulows a 
creature ® mM4n. 

They murmured againſt Moſes, Never had man 
deſerved more highly of any people , than Aoſes of 
them. He had waved all the Honours of the Court 
and Crown of Egypt for their ſakes ; he had choſen ta 
ſuffer the ſharpeſt afflictions with them; he had manag'd 
their affairs with that happy conduct, that they were 
now brought fairly from the reach and power of their 
Oppreſlors ; yet they murmur agaiaſt him with that 
rage and bitterneſs, that he mournfully complains ta 
God, He was even weary of his life, and knew not 
how to bear the burden of this wayward People. It 
becomes us to be truly faithful to the weltare of 0- 
thers 3 but let no man ever expect that good ſervices 
fhould be always duely reſeated by thoſe for whom 
they are done, 


They murmur againſt. Moſes and Aaron , agaiuit 
Church 
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Church and State, highly diſcontented at the poſture 


. of things in both. But ſays Moſes, What arewe ? your 


mur murings are not againſt as, but againſt the Lord. 
Take heed, in Gods name take heed 3 murmurings a- 
gainſt Moſes and Aaron, murmurings againſt Church 
and State, may be murmurings again(t God himſelf. 

He that has ſaid thou ſhalt not revile the Ruler of 
thy People, it may be will not take it well at our hands 
if we ſhall dare to deſpiſe Dominions, and ſpeak evil 
of Dignities; as if depretiating of Majeſty were grown 
ſomeeflential branch of the Subjets Liberty. 

'Twas, no doubt, upon weighty grounds, that the 
Parliament expreſſed their ſenſe with ſo much freedom 
and plainneſs to our preſent Soveraige in this matter : 
The growth and increaſe of our late Troubles and Diſor- 
ders, did in a very great meaſure proceed from a multi- 
tude of ſeditious Sermons, Pamphlets , and Speecher, 
dayly preached, printed, and publiſhed, with a tranſcen- 
dent boldneſs, defaming the perſon and government of 
his Majeſty. Theſe ( we fee) went before, and all 
know what followed ſoon after : Upon Cadmas ſows 


' ing theſe Serpents teeth, whole Troops of armed men 


Numb. 15. 


forthwith grew up. 

We find Corah a very buſie ſeditious Stickler this 
way : And becauſe he ſaw he could effec but little a- 
lone, he draws in 250 Princes of the Aſſembly, Lea- 
ding-men with the people, into his Party ; and now 
both he and they thunder to purpoſe, Majeſty becomes 
confronted to his very face. 4nd they gathered themſelves 
together againſt Moſes and Aaron, and ſaid, Ton take 
$00 much upon you, ſceing all the congregation are holy, 
every one of them, and the Lord is among them : where- 
fore then lift you up your ſelves above the congregation 
of the Lord ? 

You King Moſes, and you Prieſt Aaron, you take 

too 
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too much-upon you. They charge them as plain In- 
vaders of the Peoples Rights, as perſons that went a-» 
bout inan arbitrary tyrannical way to ſet up themſelves 


far above what they ought. 
But there was a ſtill and ſecret Snake hid in the 


graſs, ſcarce yet diſcovered. Hec Cores videri volens 
reipublice curam habere : hoc interim revera agens, ut 
concitato populo honorem invader:t. His words were 
ſofter than Oyl, yet were they drawn Swords 3 ſmooth 
Pretentions of a Publick Good, but the devilliſh de- 
ſigne at the bottom (ſays. Joſephs ) twas this, how 
he might attack the Government, and uſurp it him- 


ſelf. 


God ſaw it, and God puniſht it. The ground clave 


4 


37 


ol. ant. 


4+ C. 


aſunder that was under them. The earth opened her yn, 15,1 
month and ſwallowed them up, and all that appertained 31, 


to Corah, and all their goods. And they went down a- 
live into the pit, and theearth cloſed upon them. And 
all Iſrael that were round about them fled at the cry of 
them. Thus ended that wretched Mutiny ; They pe- 
riſht ( ſays St. Jede ) inthe gainſaying of Corah. 


Men and Brethren,there is no adminiſtration of Go-- 


vernment upon the face of the Eaarth, without many 
defets. From the Cottage to the Throne, we are all 
but men: 'Tis the peculiar glory of Heaven, that 
that place, and that alone, is free from all imperfe- 
ions, However, the Mercies we enjoy under our 
Government, they are many, even to the eavy of other 
Nations. And oh that we did but underſtand our 
own Happineſs ! it might fairly ſilence our Murmur- 
ings, and fill our lips with David's prailes, The lines are 
fallen to us in pleaſant places. 

5. The laſt Caveat I ſhall need to adde, is this: 
Let us take heed that we with-hold not the due Sup- 


ports of Government, A churliſh Egyptian m__— 
b 


ibly. 
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fibly demand the full tale of Brick, and yet afford no 
Straw z but the true Chriſtian, the loyal Subje&, 
cheerfully renders tribute to whom tribute is due, cu- 
ſtom to whom cuſtom : and ingenuoully conſiders, That 
Government is ſcarce likely to protect us, that is not 
duely ſupported by us. 
'Twere but a low-priz'd kindneſs, demurely to ſay, 
Be thou warmed, v2 thou clothed. For our parts, we 
wiſh very well to the Government : But if after all | 
theſe fair words, we givenot thoſe things that are need- 
ful, God may juſtly alk. us, as in that Scripture, hat 
Jam-2- 16. doth this profit? All wile and good men know, 1m 
Cicro, perium ſine vetigalibus retineri nullo modo poteſt 2 It 
Government be eſſential for us, theſe Supports are as 
truly eſſential to that, 
We read of Saul, when he was anointed and inau- 
gurated into his Kingdom, ſome (till deſpiſed him, and 
brought him no preſents; But fays the Holy Ghoſt, 
1 Sam. 10, They were the children of Belial. Saxl indeed wiſely 
27s overlook'd it, but they nevertheleſs offended very 
highly in it 3 They brought him no preſents, but he held 
his peace. Ia railing the Tabernacle, in ſapplying the 
Crown, divine Wiſdom thought not the Free-will- of- 
ferings of the people any diſparagement to either, Nor 
did God check or obliquely frown upon, but expreſs 
a very kind acceptance of both. Afoſes with much 
honour records the one; And the children of Iſrael 
Exod. 33. brought 2 willing offering to the Lord. And the Au- 
29. thor of the books of Samuel makes as reſpectful men- 
2 Sam. 19. tion of the other 5 Now Barzil/ai ( that worthy Patriot | 
6ſt in his Ccuntry ) provided the King of ſuſtenance while 
he lay at Mahanaim. And I hope in things of this na- 
ture, God of his mercies will ever give a moſt endeared 
mutual good underltandiog between Prince and Peo- 
pl: a noog't us, 
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I muſt conclude. This day was owr rojal Orphens 
and his Harp, King and Kingdom, barbarouſly tora in 
pieces by furious Bacchides : A Theam beyond all 


39 


expreſſion bad, We read of Cato, Hyunc civitas din $:n. Epilt, 


ignoravit, nec intellexit vi cur perdidit. The pre- 
ſent Age underſtood not his worth : He was better 
prizd, more feelingly lamented, when loſt and gone, 
The like RefleQtions muſt we make upon this horrid 
action : We have rebelliouſly cut off a Prince of moſt 
incomparable Pieties and Vertues;z 1nvidiouſly traduc'd 
in life, but ſhining (as Ce/ar's Star) with greater bright- 
neſs after his death. 

The Devil of Rebellion hath been at length driven 
out of the Land. He ſeemeth for preſent to walk up 
and down in dry places. God forbid that evil Spirit 
ſhould ever return and find our hearts (as that houſe) 
garniſht and ready again to receive him. 

'Twere but a ſpecious kind of Hypocriſie, to diſclaim 
the execrable Enormities of the late times in words, and 
yet to abet Dilloyalty afreſh in our deeds; like thoſe 
Jews that built fair Sepulchres for the former Prophets, 
but ſtill went onto ſtone thoſe that were for preſent a- 
mong(t them, 

There is one, and but one way before us, 1n any mea- 
ſure to waſh out ſo foul a ſtain, and that muſt be fin- 
cerely and practically this : For the wretched Indig- 
nities thus offered to ſuch a Father, to take all faithful 
care that we repay a donble Loyalty, the utmoſt Alle- 
glance and Duty to the Son. 

Which God through his Grace enable us all to do. 


AMEN. 
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Free-born Subject. 
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And beſides, 

The Hiſtory of the Plot, m Fol. 
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---His Advice to the Roman Catholicks. 
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